Florida Pine Snake

Alligators

These amphibious creatures are reptiles that resemble
lizards in form, though they are not lizards, turtles or
amphibians. Alligators are among the more ancient of the
creatures still inhabiting Florida wilderness, with a good-
sized population in this area. As rains re-flood wetland
areas, alligators may be seen with increased frequency at
The Villages.

Alligators are protected by law and residents should not
feed or harass these animals.

Alligator

Although they are most likely to be seen in the wetland
preserves sunning on a bank or lying in wait for food to
come into range among weeds at water's edge, alligators
may be encountered as they move from one pond or wet-
land area to another. This movement between ponds is nor-
mal, and they are not coming out of the pond to look for
food. These gators normally feed within their wetland envi-

ronment. All alligators should be viewed with healthy
respect although they are not generally aggressive to people
except when they have been fed by people, or when a
female is defending her nest or pod of young. If a gator
enters your yard, be sure to give it a way to escape back to
its home, and call The Villages Neighborhood Watch so
they can notify The Villages Wildlife Conservation Officer.

Amphibians
Gopher Frog
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You will hear more
than you see this §
protected  Florida 5~
frog. It was unknown

until this century,
possibly due to its
reclusive lifestyle.
The medium size,
spotted, dusky gray,
squat frog spends
much of its time inside or sitting in front of gopher tortoise
burrows. You may even find its favorite spot, worn smooth
from constant use at the burrow mouth. Like most amphib-
ians, the gopher frog requires an unpolluted freshwater
pond for breeding that has few resident fish to eat its eggs.
The rumbling snore-like call of the males can be heard in
the winter and early spring during and after heavy rains.

G

Dogs and gators don't mix

Pets must not be allowed to run free or access Villages lakes, ponds
and wetland preserve areas by agreement with the Florida Game and
Fresh Water Fish Commission. Dogs and cats are within the normal
food-size for some alligators, and it is against the law to “feed alli-
gators” in Florida. Pets are unnatural predators that may also kill
baby alligators or destroy alligator nests.

Who makes the rules?

Species are identified as needing protection to ensure con-
tinued survival in the wild by the US Fish and Wildlife
Service under the provision of the Endangered Species Act.
The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission is the
state agency that regulates and enforces the ways in which

we interact with wildlife.
Photos by: Ray E. Ashton, Jr., Water & Air Research, Inc. and Richard
Rossetto



Greens, gardens, lawns and Landscaping:
Not too exotic, please!

We strive to create an exotic atmosphere in keeping  For more information, contact:

with the tropical theme of The Villages, but exotic plants . . .
or even houseplants can sometimes escape into nature pre- The UIIIVGI'Slty of Florida IFAS

serves, and overrun native species. Escaped exotics can Extension Service in your County:
also adversely affect the survival of protected animal Lake * (3 52) 343-4101
species and drastically alter their natural habitats. .
Residents are encouraged to incorporate native species Marion ¢ (3 5 2) 671-8400
into their landscape plans whenever possible. The publica-  Sumter ® (3 52) 793-2728
tion, Planting a Refuge for Wildlife, lists native plants for
your yard or garden that are beneficial to wildlife. This
guide is available free from the Florida Game and Fresh

Water Fish Commission Information Services by calling Follow the rules:

850-488-4676 or writing them at 620 S. Meridian Street, L.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600. 1 Use only approved pesticides

As we maintain the beauty of our native and exotic 2 Follow all label directions
plantings at The Villages, great care is taken to avoid : i
insecticides and herbicides that may be harmful to native 3. Use Patural' nontoxic pEStICIdES when
wildlife. Villages golf courses are managed with careful P055|b|e
concern for the health of burrowing owls and kestrels. The
insect-eating birds may be harmed by highly toxic pesti-
cides or herbicides.

Residents also are asked to keep this in
mind when using pesticides or herbi-
cides in their yards. Burrowing owls
often are seen feeding on lawns in our
neighborhoods. Toxic chemicals taken
in by insects that become food for owls
or kestrels can kill the adult birds or
may be passed on to harm their
young.

Run-off of these chemicals from
neighborhood yards can wash into
wetland preserves and breeding
ponds for protected gopher frogs,
alligators and wading birds. This can upset the
delicate balance in these aquatic systems, lead-
ing to stagnation and an unpleasant odor as well as
killing wildlife.






